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[ Abstract] The ancient Chinese law of war was the product of ancient Chinese people’s
view of the All-under-heaven. The significance of the view of All-under-heaven to the formation
and development of the ancient Chinese law of war lies;in the fact that it stipulated the people’s
approach to the definition of war and the understanding of the relationship between the enemy
and ourselves in war, determined the unique/thinking of regulation of war behavior, and shaped
the traditional Chinese mode of war behavior. Therefore;’ the 2,000-year-old ancient Chinese
law of war can also be regarded, as the “ All-undercheaven” law of war. In late Qing Dynasty,
the All-under-heaven law/ of war gradually disintegrated as a result of the military failure of the
Qing Government, and its direct cause 'was the European law of war brought by the western colo-
nists. The conflict between thé\ All-under-heaven law of war and the European law of war was
manifested in the concept of war, the subject of war, the rules of engagement, the restraint
mechanism of war, ete. , but behind it were different political philosophy systems, knowledge-
power structures and the ideal pictures of the world. The ancient-to-modern transformation of
the law of war in late Qing Dynasty had gone through the process from “the All-under-heaven”
law of war to the law of war of “the nations” and then to law of war of “the world” , which not
only embodied Chinese subjective thinking and judgment, but also serves as a participatory con-
struction force in shaping the globalization of the modern law of war. As such, it provides theo-
retical resources and practical references for exploring the Chinese plan for the governance of

war in the new era.
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