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[ Abstract] It is the biggest misunderstanding in private international law to think that
the applicable objects of private international law are international or foreign-related civil and
commercial relation. The rule of choice of law aims to specify the substantive law applicable to
foreign-related civil and commercial relations, but does not specify the rights and obligations of
parties involved in civil and commercial relations. That is, the rule of choice of law does not
have the content and function of adjusting foreign-related civil and commercial relations, so the
objects it adjusts cannot be foreign-related civil and commercial relations. The statement in the
general theory that private international law adjusts foreign-related civil and commercial rela-
tions by means of indirect adjustment is also incorrect. If private international law directly ad-
justs the choice of law and indirectly adjusts foreign-related civil and commercial relations, it
means that there are two objects of adjustment in private international law. The former is a sub-
stantive relationship and the latter is a procedural matter, and the content and nature of the two
are different. The implication that one law adjusts two objects with completely different charac-
ters at the same time can only show the fallacy of this statemeni-” It is also a misunderstanding to
think that private international law lacks the predictign’of the result of law application. Since
the rule of choice of law does not determine tigits and obligatio:s )\such rule can only assume
the function of predicting the result of ichsice of law, notthe|result of application of law. The
essence of the rule of choice offlaw is to stipulate-the criteria, methods and conditions for the
judge to choose the law:¥It\is a procedural rule as>well as a rule in the category of public law,
which is enough to show that “private inteinational law” is a misnomer. Even if a civil and
commercial relationship is foreign-velated, it still belongs to the scope of the civil and commer-
cial relationship and can only be adjusted by civil and commercial substantive law. Although
private international law does not take foreign-related civil and commercial relations as its ob-
jects of adjustment, the rule of choice of law has an important impact on the adjustment of for-
eign-related civil and commercial relations. The applicable law of foreign-related civil and com-
mercial relations must be invoked through the rule of choice of law. Therefore, the rule of
choice of law is a rule that specifically serves the adjustment of foreign-related civil and com-
mercial relations. It expands the scope of choice for the applicable law of foreign-related civil
and commercial relations through the equal choice between domestic and foreign laws regulated
by bilateral rule of choice of law. The recent rule of choice of law even presupposes the results
of the application of substantive civil and commercial law to strive to achieve the best effect
when adjusting foreign-related civil and commercial relations. Modern private international law
rules are composed of two parts, domestic rules and international rules, so private international

law has the nature of both domestic law and inte rnational law.
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