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[ Abstract| In the Constitution of the People”’ s Republic of China, “supervision” is tru-
ly a high-frequency word, appearing 17 times in 12 provisions. Article 3 (2) of the Constitution
provides that: “The National People’ s Congress and local people’ s congresses at all levels
shall be created through democratic election and shall be responsible to the people and subject
to their oversight. ” This is the constitutional expression of the principle of popular sovereignty.
Articles 77 and 102 of the Constitution are the further concretizations of Article 3(2). Article
27 provides that all state organs and functionaries must accept the supervision of the people. Ar-
ticle 3 (3) provides that; “All administrative, oversight, judicial, and procuratorial organs of
the State are created by the people’ s congresses, to which they are responsible and by which
they are overseen. ” The provisions on the supervisory power of the Standing Committee of the
National People’ s Congress in articles 67 and 104 are further elaborations of Article 3 (3). Ar-
ticles 91 and 109 provide for the establishment of audit offices under the State Council and local
people’ s governments at or above the county level, respectively. Article 132 provides that peo-
ple’s courts at higher levels overseethe adjudicatory work “of those at lower levels. Article 134
establishes the constitutional position of people’ s protratorates by providing that they are the
legal oversight organs of the state. Article 115(2) is the only constitutional provision on eco-
nomic supervision. Articles 62 and 97 give the power of “oveiseeing the enforcement of the
Constitution” to the National Peaple’s Congress and its) Standing Committee, respectively. Ar-
ticle 41 is a provision el the sapervision by citizens, whereas Article 127 is a provision on the
power of commissions of supervision. The supervisory provisions in articles 11, 27(2), 62, 67
(6), 77, 102 and 132 are typieal’of ‘those that follow the Chinese constitutional tradition,
whereas the supervision proYisians in articles 3, 41, 67(1), 91, 104, 109 and 134 are the
products of learning the lessons from past constitutional exercises. Article 127, which was add-
ed to the Constitution in the 2018 amendment, is a supervisory provision that changes the struc-
ture of state power in the new era of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Among all the su-
pervisory provisions in the Constitution, there are few norms on rights or obligations, but many
on powers; those that carry the value of people’ s democracy mainly include articles 3(2),
3(3), 27(2), 67(6), 77, 102 and 104; and those that pursue the value objective of uphold-
ing the order of the rule of law are articles 127, 132 (2) and 134. Undoubtedly, the superviso-
ry relationship is the core relationship among state organs in China. Only by correctly under-
standing the supervision relationship between them can we have a profound understanding of the
internal structure of state organs created by the Chinese Constitution. A typological analysis of
the constitutional provisions on supervision is conducive to accurately grasping the constitutional
values of the Chinese Constitution and gaining a deep understanding of the characteristics of the

Chinese socialist constitutional system.
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