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[ Abstract| On June 1st, 2021, the first judgment on civil public interest litigation case
relating to tattooing for children in China was made. In the absence of legal rules and prece-
dents, the court invoked the principle of the best interests of the child and found that the de-
fendant, who provided tattoo services to children, violated the rights and interests of child con-
sumers and should be held liable under the law. Because of the fact that the law inherently lags
behind the practice and because of the extensiveness of the rights of the child, the application of
the principle of the best interests of the child will become the norm in the future, especially in
law enforcement and judicial activities, which makes it urgent to fully and accurately define the
connotation of the principle. An examination of the sources of international law shows that the
principle should inherit five attributes from Article 3 of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child, including conceptual basis, dimension of understanding, scope of applica-
tion, method of application, and priority status. Specifically, it is based on the promotion and
realization of the rights of the child, has three dimensions, namely a substantive right, an inter-
pretative principle, and a rule of conduct, applies to all matjers concerning children both as in-
dividuals and as a group, weighs and judges all relevarit elements contextually, ensures that the
best interests of the child are given priority aladinot absolute exclusivity. As the principle of the
best interests of the child enters_into~thé domestic legal systems-of different state parties of the
Convention on the Rights of the; Child in different ways,\it needs to be concretized by being inte-
grated with the culturalivalues and legal traditions of each state party. China’ s understanding
and integration into its own law of the principle of the best interests of the child was a process of
evolution from ambiguous treaiiment) to direct transplantation and thence to local transformation.
After years of effort, the principle of the best interests of the child was formally established in
both the Law on the Protection of Children and the Civil Code in China in 2020. An analysis of
Chinese domestic legal norms reveals that Article 4 of the Law on the Protection of Children ex-
pends the local connotation of the principle in terms of the equality of status of minors, the sub-
jectivity of their rights, their physical and mental vulnerability, the social nature of their devel-
opment, and the plasticity of their growth. Its specific requirements can be summarized in the
following five aspects: respecting the human dignity of children, listening to their views, giving
them special and priority protection, adapting to the rules and characteristics of the development
of their physical and mental health, and combining protection and education. From the stand-
point of legal doctrine, the integration of the ten aspects summarized above constitutes the exter-
nal and internal logic of the principle of the best interests of the child, forming a complete and
feasible set of guidelines that provide a stable body of knowledge and a framework of thinking for

dealing with matters involving children, especially various difficult and complex issues.
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