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The Practical Logic and Operational Adjustment

of the Court Supervision Mechanism

[ Abstract] The supervision mechanism is a special institutional arrangement for the in-
ternal governance of the court system in China. From the perspective of practice, the supervi-
sion of the court system not only tends to be stable in organizational composition, but also rela-
tively mature in specific operations, and has become an important tool for task promotion, or-
ganizational mobilization and resource allocation. The supervision mechanism is generally acti-
vated in the context of the conveyance and implementation of the spirit of important meetings
and documents, the promotion of key tasks, the resolution of difficult problems and complex
contradictions, and the handling of specific cases. In practice, supervision activities can be di-
vided into regular supervision and mobile supervision. The former refers to the supervision driv-
en by the relevant organizational goals of the court, while the latter is triggered by a problem or
sudden risk that arises in the operation of the court. In a complex governance situation, control
logic, cost logic and bureaucratic logic together constitute the institutional logic of the court su-
pervision mechanism. Control logic explaingjwhy supervision is neé¢ded in the operation of the
court system, cost logic reveals the mechanism for selecting and determining supervision mat-
ters, and bureaucratic logic answérs the question about\tae, time node of the start of supervision.
From the perspective of bractice, the supervision“thechanism outputs considerable governance
performance, thus making up for the shirtcomings of the regular governance mechanism. How-
ever, its practical operation also has\nherent limitations such as the strengthening of administra-
tive elements in bureaucratic\rélations, high-cost operation, and information dilemmas. In order
to give full play to the governance efficiency of the supervision mechanism, in the future, China
should reform the supervision method on the basis of limiting the scope of supervision, and con-
tinue to promote the institutionalization of the supervision mechanism itself. Under the reality of
the coexistence of movement-style governance and bureaucratic regular governance within the
court system, the supervision mechanism is an important channel connecting the two governance
modes, constituting the " Third Sphere" of internal governance of the court, and will continu-
ously play an important role in regulating the bureaucratic relationship of the court system and
realizing the court’ s organizational goals. In this regard, the specific operation, actual effects
and operation difficulties of the supervision mechanism are all important empirical themes for us

to observe and analyze the internal governance and daily operation of courts in China.
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