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Systematic Development of the Joint Recordation Review Mechanism

[ Abstract] Recordation review is a constitutional system with Chinese characteristics
designed according to the national conditions in China. It is also an important working system
for the National People’s Congress (NPC) and its Standing Committee to perform their consti-
tutional supervision duties. In practice, recordation review plays a positive role in ensuring the
strict enforcement of orders and prohibitions issued by the Central Committee of the CPC, up-
holding the authority of the Constitution and laws and the unity of the legal system, protecting
civil rights, and improving the quality of legislation. The Decision on Improving and Strengthe-
ning the Recordation Review System (the “Decision” ) adopted by the Standing Committee of
the NPC at the end of 2023 establishes a joint review mechanism to optimize the recordation re-
view system. The Decision makes a preliminary clarification of the normative connotation of the
joint review mechanism. We should get a full understanding of the characteristics of the joint re-
view mechanism by starting with the relations between the/jint review mechanism and other
specific working methods, such as the recordation réview mechanism, and between the joint re-
view mechanism and joint review meetings and by comparing these different systems. As a new
mechanism embedded in the existing.réview system, the joint‘reiew mechanism has its unique
application conditions and characteristics as well as clearer operation methods than other review
mechanisms. It has thetalue pursuits of solving thie common problems involving the review a-
gencies of different staté organs, such as the‘dispersion of review forces, coordinating review
standards, and enhancing the intensity >and effectiveness of review. Generally speaking, the
joint review mechanism is inl the éxploratory stage. It is necessary to clarify specific rules of this
mechanism relating to its application objects, its operating procedures, and the relationship be-
tween its responsibilities and those of other review bodies on the basis of its characteristics and
the general rules of the recordation review system in China. At the macro level, we should de-
termine the path to guaranteeing the implementation of the joint review mechanism. In the
process of promoting this mechanism, we should adhere to the CPC’ s overall leadership and its
role in coordinating different review bodies, ensure the leading position of the NPC in the joint
review, improve the mechanism for the presentation of common problems, and build a guarantee
system for the implementation of the mechanism, so as to ensure the effective operation of this

mechanism.
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