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Reshaping the Review Mechanism for Determining the Price of

Property Involved in Criminal Cases

[ Abstract] In the handling of property-related criminal cases, price determination con-
clusions often serve as crucial evidence for conviction and sentencing, yet effective review of
such conclusions remains a persistent challenge in China’ s criminal justice system. An analysis
of adjudication documents in bribery cases reveals that, in the vast majority of such cases, the
price determination conclusion had not been substantively scrutinized. From the perspective of
administrative rule of law, property involved in criminal cases constitutes a form of commodity
and commodity pricing directly concerns national economic order. Price determination serves as
an essential method for maintaining market order and represents a significant component of state
price administration. Consequently, price determination actions are fundamentally distinct from
forensic appraisal activities. They should not be equated with appraisals or “quasi-appraisal”
practices, nor should they be incorporated into the judicial appraisal management system. As a
quintessential administrative confirmation act, price determiriation conclusion carries presump-
tive validity and binding effect that has impacts on-@fiminal pretrial, trial, and subsequent en-
forcement proceedings. Therefore, case-handling authorities must‘canduct necessary scrutiny of
such conclusions in their handling of-dases. In practice,<however, they often directly adopt
price determination conclusioris-as-evidentiary basis. Thisipractice inadvertently transforms ad-
ministrative agencies into\de facto adjudicaters \6f alue determination for case-related proper-
ties. To ensure that case-handling authorities independently exercise their authority in determi-
ning property values and correct(the misplacement of fact-finding responsibility, it should be
clarified that price determination conclusions constitute opinion evidence rather than conclusive
proof in criminal proceedings. Case-handling authorities must be empowered to conduct substan-
tive review of the qualification of price assessors, the subject matter of valuation, and the valua-
tion methodology. During criminal trials, judicial review focuses primarily on evidentiary scruti-
ny, where the validity of administrative acts and judges’ evidentiary decisions initially operate
independently. While administrative validity continues to influence post-trial procedures like
auction execution and broader market price stability, evidentiary rulings only affect individual
cases. To ease this tension, in pre-trial stages, if investigative authorities demonstrate under
criminal evidence standards that a price determination conclusion is erroneous, the case-han-
dling authorities may disregard the conclusion and recommend administrative correction by pri-
cing authorities. During trials, courts must comprehensively examine such opinion evidence.
For conclusively flawed determinations, judges should not only exclude them as evidence but
may also explore establishing ancillary review mechanisms for revoking erroneous administrative

confirmation acts.
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