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[ Abstract] In the field of adminisirative and criminal law enforcement, the widespread
use of information technology lias\made it common for eévidentiary materials to exist in the form
of electronic data. At ithe\same time, globaiization and digitization make it necessary for the
cross-border access to data for law_enlorcement purposes, which exists in two main scenarios ;
first, when the data needed for'domestic law enforcement in that country happens to be stored a-
broad; and second, when foreign law enforcement agencies need to access data stored in that
country. Therefore, a government often has the need to “take” data from abroad and “prevent”
data from being taken by foreign governments. As major players in the digital economy, the U.
S. and EU have adopted different models of “taking” and “preventing” regarding the cross-bor-
der data access for law enforcement purposes on the basis of their respective practical needs, in-
dustrial development, legal traditions and overall strategies. In recent years, with the advance-
ment in the making of the International Criminal Justice Assistance Law, the Data Security
Law, the Personal Information Protection Law and related departmental rules, China is gradual-
ly developing a legal system of cross-border data access for law enforcement purposes with its u-
nique style. This paper analyzes and summarizes the three different models of cross-border data
access for law enforcement purposes, namely the US model, the EU model and Chinese model ,
predicts the possible results of the interactions between the three models, and analyzes their im-

pact on China’ s sovereignty, security, and development interests.
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