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[ Abstract] Currently the principle of legal confirmation s gaining popularity in the aca-
demic and practical circles in China.” However, at the conceptuaal level, the principle of legal
confirmation cannot be explainéd from the perspectives of “the maintenance of the actual effect
of legal order” , “the maintenance of the normative effect of legal order” or “general preven-
tion”. The basic proposition of the principle, namely “the legal order is the supreme interest” ,
is also invalid. At the logical-level ) the principle has such problems as circular argument, self-
contradiction and logic break. At the level of legal doctrine foundation, the “principle of supe-
rior interest” and the “representative doctrine” , on which the principle of legal confirmation is
based, are untenable. The principle of superior interest is only a formal principle that cannot be
self-sufficient. The problem with the “representative doctrine” is that the necessary conditions
for private individuals to perform tasks of the state as its representatives do not exist in the case
of defense. In addition, if the defender is really a representative of the state, he shall also be
restricted by the principle of proportionality. To sum up, the principle of legal confirmation

should not be the legal doctrine foundation of self-defense in China.
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