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[ Abstract] Historically Japan confronted twice basic constitutional choices and experi-
enced two constitutional transformations of different nature. From the cultural and institutional per-
spective, the modern Japanese legal life is a complex interactive process, in which the constitu-
tional culture and institution mutually reinforce and set limits to each other. The Japanese institu-
tional and cultural transformation appears to be path dependant, with a prominent gap between the
“constitution as an ideology” and the “constitution as an institution” in the Japanese legal life.
The new Constitution promulgated in 1946 is not deadlocked by its path dependency. The genetic
inheritance of the Japanese cultural tradition has been interrupted to the benefit of the maturation
of a constitutional culture, which was developed into a strong buttress for the implementation of
this constitution. These two different kinds of the cultural features have influenced the constitu-
tional implementation in different directions, and formed a new institutional force under the influ-
ence of various interest groups, which has given rise to the complex pattern of the Japanese consti-
tutional transformation in the past century and influenced the contemporary and future Japanese

constitutional lives at the same time.

(UAE % 4« LIRAF)

2000000000000 0000000000000 0S0S0S 000000000 0000004

i A 2T R AR R, T T B PT R

—Flay (wkaed - BUkE - BAZBEE)

SO0 0SSOSO 0SS0 00S00,
S0S0S>0S>0S00>000S0S>00O0

>

0000000000000 00000000000 0000000 00O 00O 000000900

- 100 -



