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[ Abstract] The doctrine of strict liability was established in American products liability law through
the adoption of 402A in the second Restatement of the Torts Law in the 1960s. The doctrine became the most
significant liability standard in modern products liability law afterwards. After three decades of development of
products liability litigations, the doctrine of strict liability has been increasingly challenged. In The Third Re-
statement of Torts Law: Products Liability, which was adopted in the late 1990s, the doctrine of strict liability
is applicable only to manufacturing defects; while in cases involving design defects or warning defects, negli-
gence once again became the dominant liability standard. Procedural value, moral responsibility as well as the
rule of cognition can provide a helpful explanation for the evolution of liability standard in American products

liability law.
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