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[ Abstract] In modern society, the government, on account its administrational role of
risk prevention, bears the responsibility of compensation for natural disasters under specific cir-
cumstances. Four elements are used to judge whether there is an administrative omission in risk
prevention ; foreseeability, the possibility of preventing the result, the possibility of expectation
and the importance of the damaged legal interest. Among the four elements, foreseeability of
natural disasters is the most important one. This article analyzes from the perspective of state re-
sponsibility the concept, the judgment standard and factors affecting the determination of fore-
seeability by the government in coping with natural disasters. It describes the conditions under
which the government should be able to foresee natural disasters and thus incur legal responsi-
bility when it fails to do so. More specifically, at the level of state legal responsibility, the de-
termination of the foreseeability of natural disaster should take normal condition and general duty
of care as preconditions and probability as the standard, and be made on a case by case basis.
This article introduces the principle of foreseeability in Japan, puts forward the suggestion of in-
troducing the idea of foreseeability and the system of administrative responsibility for risk pre-
vention into the Chinese state compensation system, and reflects on the current state responsibil-

ity system in China.
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