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[ Abstract] The function, or the objective, of criminal law, is related to the justifiability and reasona-
bleness of criminal law and, therefore, is the basic starting point for the examination of the criminal law. Any
criminal law has its rasion d’ etre and functional orientation. However, it is the differences in function that dif-
ferentiate between the criminal law in totalitarian society from that in a society under the rule of law. The Chi-
nese society is now in transition from the rule of man to the rule of law, and the function of criminal law is also
undergoing a transformation. How to correctly understand the function of the criminal law in China against the

background of the rule of criminal law is a major issue that needs in-depth research.
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