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[ Abstract] Since 1979, the term used for pretrial statement of witness in Chinese law
has gone through three stages of change, from the independent existence of “testimony of a wit-
ness who is not present in court” , to the coexistence of “testimony of a witness who is not pres-
ent in court” and “pretrial testimony” , and finally to the independent existence of “pretrial tes-
timony” . These changes reflect the rationalization of the attitude towards the use of criminal wit-
ness testimony in China. In order to promote the trial-centered reform of the procedural system
and realize the materialization of trial, China still need to undergo a change from the universal
adoption of pretrial testimony in court to the strict specification of the rule on the use of pretrial
testimony , including the establishment of the principle of directness and verbalism, the regula-
tion of the evidential qualification of pretrial testimony, and the limitation of the scope of pretri-
al testimony in court, so as to ensure that the judicial judgment is mainly based on the testimony

in court.
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