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[ Abstract] The worldwide rule of law index has a close relationship with the Law and
Development Movement, the initial practice of which can be traced back to the quantitative re-
search on legal institutions carried out by J. H. Merryman and his colleagues in 1971. During
the second Law and Development Movement in the 1980s, the enthusiasm of international poli-
cymakers for the rule of law had led to the emergence of World-bank Governance Index and the
Worldwide Rule of Law Index under the World Justice Project, both of them have exerted pro-
found influence and received positive and negative appraisals in international academic circle.
From the perspective of comparative law, the worldwide rule of law index is a new form of world
map of law that has five characteristics of simplification, distortion, motivation, suggestion and
communication. It is also a new form of dissemination of law in the era of globalization, charac-
terized by diversity in the sources of import and in the level, channels and interpretation of dis-
semination, as well as long-term effective of dissemination. Since their introduction into China
in the 1990s, assessment of the rule of law and its index research had developed rapidly in the
country and their methodology has caused much controversies and reflections in the Chinese law
circle. Chinese scholars should learn more from the critical appraisals of the index by the inter-

national comparative law circle.
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