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[ Abstract] As an achievement of the movement of international unification of private
law, the UNIDROIT Principles have attracted the attention of Chinese law-makers, judges and
scholars, and exerted a huge and positive impact on the development of Chinese contract law.
By taking the concepts of initial impossibility, culpa in contrahendo, right to withhold perform-
ance , earlier performance and partial performance, general principle of the right to damages and
right to performance as examples, this article compares the UNIDROIT Principles with Chinese
Contract Law to show how the former have influenced the drafting of the latter. Moreover, by
taking unauthorized disposition and compensation for non-pecuniary harm as examples, the arti-
cle goes further to show how the UNIDROIT Principles have influenced the interpretation and
application of the Chinese Contract Law. At present, when China is preparing for the codification

of the civil law, it is still necessary for us to strengthen the study of the UNIDROIT Principles.
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