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[Abstract] The concepts of sexual orientation, gender identity and homosexuality, as distinct but in-
terrelated concepts, are often ignored by people. Distinguishing of their specific meanings is crucial to the un-
derstanding of their social causes as well as people’s views and concrete measures in this field. Researches
and legislative campaign relating to the rights protection arising from these three concepts are on the raise in
the West, especially in European countries. In addition to same — sex marriage legislation, registered partner-
ship (a registration system for same-sex partners) and civil union ( combination of same-sex civil relations) ,
innovative legislation against discrimination based on sexual orientation has also emerged in Europe and the U-

nited States.
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