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[ Abstract] With the rapidly development of guiding cases in judicial practice, it is of
great practical significance and urgent need for China to clearly recognize the legal principle of
deciding like cases alike as a normative requirement. The principle, as a basic precondition of
the realization of formal fairness as well as a constructive element of judicial fairness, is condu-
cive to regulating judges’ discretionary power, restricting judicial arbitrariness, and ensuring
the reasonableness of judgment. Deciding like cases alike is consistent with Chinese legal sys-
tem and the principle of “judgment of the law” and is an inevitable requirement of the inner mo-
rality of law. China can ensure the implementation of the principle by enhancing the systematic-

ness and certainty of the relevant laws.
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