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[ Abstract] In order to implement private autonomy and protect the security of transac-
tions , mistakes in declaration of intention should be divided into mistake in declaration and mis-
take in motive. The former may lead to rescission of legal acts, but the rescission right should
be restrained by the doctrines of reasonable person and imputability, whereas the latter has no
influence on the validity of legal acts, except that substantial mistake in motive is considered as
mistake in declaration. Mistake in motive should not be confined to major mistakes in substance
that are generally thought as significant in transactions, but should be determined by the court
through the balancing of various interests. This distinction mode of mistake meets the require-
ments and incorporates vital practical values of modern information society. Thorough reform
needs to be carried out on the significant misconstruction system in Chinese civil law, which is
based on the monist mode of mistake. The system of mistake in declaration of intention in the

future Chinese Civil Code should be constructed on the distinction mode of mistake.
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