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[ Abstract] State ownership is the reflection in law of the ownership system whereby the means of pro-
duction in society are jointly owned by all members of the society. In a society with public ownership, state
ownership is the right of the state to possess, use, benefit from and dispose of properties owned by the whole
people for the interest of the whole people. The inherent defects in the state ownership system and in the exist-
ing relief system have led to serious infringements of state — owned properties in China. Public interest litiga-
tions are litigations initiated by any organization or individual according to the law against any act of violation of
state or public interests. They can remedy the above ~ mentioned defects in the systems and become a new ap-

proach to the protection of state ownership.
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