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[ Abstract] A comparative study of the continental and common law systems reveals a trend of borrow-
ing from and merging with each other between these two major legal systems. Firstly, in common law coun-
tries, statutory law has grown rapidly and is increasingly becoming an important legal source; secondly, in
continental law countries, case law is increasingly being recognized as a legal source. On the other hand,
there is a trend towards de-codification, with a large number of separate laws and regulations being adopted
besides the traditional system of basic codes. Of course, marked differences between the two legal systems still
exist. For example, the statutory law in common law couniries generally takes the form of compilation, rather

than codification, in contrast to that in continental law countries.
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