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[ Abstract] The existing approach to the study of rural disputes is sometimes unable to
explain the disputed facts. Under such circumstances, “village disputes research” , which
treats disputes as social facts, becomes a desirable approach. From the ethnomethodological
point of view, a balanced differential of social relations in a village constitutes a microscopic
mechanism for the maintenance of endogenous order in the village. A non-native subject in a
village with unbalanced social relationship is often subjected to overt attacks by marginalized
members of the village. Such attacks are caused by such factors as the dependent survival struc-
ture of the non-native subject, the disappearance of civil authority in the process of evolution of
rural society, and the decline of village institutional authority against the background of the
transition of rural governance. The resulting sense of insecurity of the subjects is in fact a social
psychological fact triggered by invasive disputes. When the justice supply system fails to effec-
tively meet the need for rural social order, subjects of disputes tend to rely on legal organs of the
state to uphold their own interests in everyday life, which in essence constitutes a dynamic inte-

gration of the tensions of the “socio-legal” system.
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