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sity Press, 1999).
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(10] Treaty of Union, art. 19.

(11) Neil Walker, Final Appellate Jurisdiction in the Scoitish Legal System ( Edinburgh: The Scottish Government, 2010) ,
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[ Abstract] The high degree of autonomy of regions in a unitary state must be understood
in contrast with the status of other first-level administrative divisions in the host state. This arti-
cle selects three representative examples of regions with high-degree autonomy in unitary state,
namely Scotland, Catalonia, and Hong Kong, to demonstrate that these regions have their u-
nique characteristics in terms of the configuration of powers, legal status, and external relations
as compared to ordinary top administrative divisions in their respective host state; most of these
regions retain factual powers that are not yet replaced by the state; their autonomy is under-
pinned by various legal sources; and their external relations often bring new legal challenges.
However, the above-mentioned characteristics are not enough to alter the unitary nature of their
host states, as the state remains capable, both politically and legally, to unitarily change the
status of such regions. On the basis of these special characteristics, this article tries to further

conceptualize regions with high degree autonomy in a unitary state.
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