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[ Abstract] National cyber security review system is an innovative system aimed at en-
hancing the state’s ability to safeguard national cyber security. However, there are many con-
troversies over and doubts about the existing legislation and policy on this system. The first issue
needs to be clarified is the institutional function of the system. The one-sided “counter” func-
tion can not solve the cyber security problems faced by China, but will degrade the system into
a pure “policy tool”. Examining the system from the perspective of the safeguarding function is
conducive to clarifying the questions relating to the independence of the system and its differ-
ences from national security review of foreign investment in the emphasis, target, and content of
review. In order to ensure the realization of the function of this system, China should gradually
establish the risk-based “review of threat situational awareness” to solve the difficult problem of
risk residual, further elaborate the grading of information systems, define the scope of imple-
mentation of the system, carry out review on security of supply chain, emphasize the combina-
tion of background review and technical review, improve the system of information security

standards, and provide clear compliance guidelines for the review agencies and suppliers.
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