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[ Abstract] Being an unavoidable constitutional issue, the status of fetus involves the basic
value of the constitution, conflict of basic rights and the extent and scope of the exercise of state
power. This article has objectively presented two relatively mature paradigms of the constitutional
definition of fetus status, namely, American and German paradigms. In German paradigm, fetus

&

is constitutionally defined as a “person” and thus, is provided with a more comprehensive protec-
tion of life. In American paradigm, fetus is treated as an object of constitutional relations. With a
view to protecting important and legitimate interests such as the social value of respect for life, the
life and health of the pregnant woman and the potent person, abortion is subject to the regulation
of the state. By studying and revealing the value basis and logical reasoning of these two para-

digms, the article has analysed their rationality and limitations and explored their obstacles and

difficulties respectively.
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