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[ Abstract] Internet is a global market place. The rapid development of the Internet, and
especially of Internet-based commerce, has largely taken place outside the standard trade-regulato-
ry frameworks that cover most other forms of cross-border commerce. As the size of the Internet
markets has grown, and as their contribution to the overall economy has become more pronounced,
more attention has been given to regulatory concerns, such as trade restrictive measures, damaging
the climate of trade and investment in the fields of e-commerce, information based services and on-
line transmissions. One such measure is the blockage of access to websites. This paper suggests
that many WTO member states are legally obliged to permit an unrestricted supply of crossborder
Internet services. And as the option to selectively censor rather than entirely block services is a-
vailable to at least some of the most developed censorship regimes, there is a good chance that a
panel might rule that permanent blocks on search engines, photo-sharing applications and other
services are inconsistent with the GATS provisions. Less resourceful countries, without means of
filtering more selectively, and with a censorship based on moral and religious grounds, might be a-
ble to defend such bans in the WTO. But the exceptions do not offer a blanket cover for the arbi-
trary and disproportionate censorship that still occurs despite the availability to the censoring gov-

ernment of selective filtering.
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