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[ Abstract] Researches on the existing practice of constitutional oath should be carried
out either from the perspective of comparative law, with emphasis being laid on the significance
of its compatibility with international standards, or by focusing on concrete oath-taking proce-
dure and the improvement of institutional design. This author treats constitutional oath as social
mobilization in the sense of popularization of law, explores its inherent association with popular
sovereignty and its significance in activating and updating the political ethics of the ruling party,
and comes to the following four conclusions: firstly, the constitutional oath system has three di-
mensions: political process, legal process and the process of social mobilization. Political
process is its cause, legal process its form, and the process of social mobilization its essence.
Therefore, constitutional oath is not a legal mechanism for imposing legal obligations on the
oath-taker, but a kind of social ritual for showing certain sentiment; secondly, constitutional
oath means not only “taking an oath to the constitution” , but also “taking an oath though the
constitution”. The recipients of constitutional oath are no longer merely the constitution, but al-
so the “people” who are present though the constitution; thirdly, the subject of constitution
oath represents not only himself as an individual, but also the ruling party and reaffirms to the
people its political ethics; and fourthly, in order to activate the political ethics of the ruling par-

ty, we must face the internal complexity of the constitution, history and social life.
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