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[ Abstract] Article 19 of Contract Law of the People’s Republic of China ( CLC) is taken
literally from article 16(2) of United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of
Goods (CISG). From the perspective of legislative history, article 16 (2) of CISG is in fact the
result of compromise of German law pattern and common law model. When interpreting article
16(2) of CISG, due to the vagueness of the article itself, there exists divergence of views among
scholars from different legal systems, though they have seriously taken into account the uniformity
of the application of CISG. Article 19 of CLC, being a rule provided in national law, is not inher-
ently restrained because it has no need to accommodate rules set forth in different legal systems.
Namely, article 19 of CLC should not be interpreted in the way as scholars from different legal sys-
tems understand article 16(2) of CISG. This shows that our starting point should be to adopt Ger-
man law pattern as the basis to interpret article 19 rather than taking the approach of accommodat-
ing different models of norms. Concretely speaking, in Chinese civil law, revocation of an offer
should be restricted, and article 19 should be interpreted broadly to include three causes in terms
of restriction of right of revocation. According to legislative purpose and the necessity of balancing
interests between contracting parties, the normative meaning of the provision “an offer may not be
revoked” should be interpreted as follows. The notice of revocation shall not take effect, and a
contract is concluded so long as the notice of acceptance by an offeree reaches an offeror in a rea-

sonable time.
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