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[ Abstract] Public sphere means a space where citizens discuss public affairs freely. In cy-
ber age, however, the shaping of new media has led to a structural change of public sphere in
which exchanges of public opinion taking place. The author describes it as the “third structural
transformation of public sphere”. Since 2009, a number of influential judicial cases have proved
that, at present, justice in China is facing dual impact, involving transformations of both public
sphere and society. These influential cases have served as an example of influence by public opin-
ion on justice. In order to cultivate a healthy relationship between public opinion and justice, we
need to make efforts to guarantee the independency of justice and an open and free space of public
opinion as well. Only with the transparency of justice can we win the public’s confidence in jus-

tice.
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