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[ Abstract] Through analyzing and studying the history and current state of Chinese legal
education, we may observe that legal education programs for working professionals have completed
their historical mission. As China’s economy and society develop, and as the number of graduate
students continues to rise, reorienting the objectives of graduate legal education, transforming its
model, readjusting and optimizing its structure, and shifting the focus of graduate legal education
away from cultivating academic talents and toward professional skills, have become not only the
urgent needs of economic and social development as well as of graduate legal education reform, nor
are they only the demands made by the development of a “rule-of-law society” upon legal educa-
tion, but in fact, these changes are the indications of the gradual formation of the model of legal

education with Chinese characteristics.
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