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[ Abstract] Since éleciiomic communication data_is very, tichin content, foreign coun-
tries and regionshave generally adopted special provisions on the search and seizure of electron-
ic communicationydata to prevent investigative organs ¥rom abusing their power to infringe upon
citizens’ right of privacy. The search &nd‘seizure of electronic communication data usually have
to meet higher conditions than ghuse Torithe search and seizure of ordinary letters, and must fol-
low the principle of proportignality. Investigators have the authority to request assistance from
relevant persons in the protess of searching and seizing electronic communication data; elec-
tronic communication data should be converted into written or other forms that can be directly i-
dentified as much as possible; the original storage medium must be sealed; information that is
unrelated to the case or no longer needed must be deleted or destroyed in time. The defense
lawyer has the right to be present when the investigators search and detain electronic communi-
cation data; the suspect and relevant persons shall be informed in time after the completion of
the search and seizure ; the suspect and his/her defender have the right to be informed of and to
inspect the electronic communication data searched and seized ; and data of electronic communi-

cation collected by illegal means must be excl uded from evidence.
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(40) Riley v. California, 134 S. Ct. 2473, 2488 —2489.
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