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[ Abstract] With the continuous adjustment of criminal legislation through the amend-
ment to the Criminal Law, China is faced with the realistic problem of limitation of prosecution
resulting from the change of statutory sentence. The Supreme People’ s Court provides a targeted
response to this problem by giving reply to specific questions in individual cases. However, both
the form of and the logical reasoning behind this response deviate from the essence and spirit of
the limitation system of criminal law. In dealing with the problem of limitation of prosecution
caused by the change of statutory sentence, China must adhere to the principle of the rule of law
and systematized thinking, comply with the principle of “following the former provisions and im-
posing lighter punishment” at the stage of prosecution after investigation, give full consideration
to the stipulations of both general and special provisions of the Criminal Law, and re-examine
the problem of prescription, so as to ensure that the value of the system of limitation of prosecu-

tion is embodies in each specific case.
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