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[ Abstract] The promulgation of the Regulations on Legal Aid has accelerated the reform
of the criminal legal aid system. However, the optimistic picture depicted by relevant data had
not brought about an essential improvement in the quality of defense. The amendments to the
relevant provisions of Criminal Procedural Law in 2012 had also failed to lead the criminal legal
aid out of the woods. The marginal utility of legalization and institutionalization has gradually
decreased. Under the “government-guided model” , two typical patterns, namely “monopoly by
legal aid lawyers” and “outsourcing of legal aid service” , had emerged. An analysis of the so-
cial structure of the relevant cases reveals the structural imbalances in the current system. Since
the fundamental objective of criminal legal aid is to protect private rights, criminal legal aid
lawyers should promote “the independence of the equilibrium structure of criminal legal aid ca-
ses” , “the professionalism of adapting to the type of criminal legal aid cases” , and “the social
influence of criminal legal aid cases”. Hence, while upholding the standpoint that legal aid is a
state responsibility, it’ s necessary to fully introduce non-governmental forces into this field, so
as to make social institutions, social capital, social lawyers and social evaluation the basis of
the “government-supported model” and to utilize the competition effect of the social dimension

of criminal legal aid and to activate the competitive ecosystem of criminal legal aid.
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