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[ Abstract] A serial number of law is a digital symbol used by legislators to arrange pro-
visions in a legal text based on specific legislative purpose and the logical relationship between
the contents of different provisions in the legal text. Belonging to the category of “the mathemat-
ics of law” | it is the direct embodiment of the rationality of legislators and the logical technique
employed by legislators to grasp and define objects of legal regulation, select means of legal reg-

13

ulation, and realize legislative purpose. As a “multi-function legislative tool” of the legal sys-
tem, it has the following seven functions: (1) constitution; (2) integration; (3) characteriza-
tion; (4) measurement; (5) search; (6) reference; and (7) modification. In order to give
full play to these functions, arrangement of serial numbers of law must meet certain technical re-
quirements. Serial numbers of law must be treated as constituent elements of law and be ar-
ranged in accordance with a specific logical sequence from the first to the last one. A serial
number in a law should have relatively fixed norm capacity and number of words and should
have a strict relationship of correspondence with the text of the provision. The presentation of
serial numbers should be consistent and boldface type and Arabic, rather than Chinese, numer-

als should be used for them. No major change should be made to the method of arrangement of

serial numbers in the revision of law.
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