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[ Abstract] The existence of pluralistic norms is a social reality that state governance
needs to face. Pluralistic norms are recourses of state governance because the law is the funda-
mental institutional resource with which the state constructs order beyond time and space as well
as a fundamental strength relied upon by the state in the structuralisation of society. In the
meantime, social norms are critical resources of micro-level order in complicated society and
play fundamental roles in the formation of daily order. Pluralistic norms can become challenges/
obstacles to state governance under the following two circumstances: on the one hand, interac-
tions of pluralistic norms might produce conflicts or other unintended consequence, causing such
problems as damages to governance functions; on the other hand, as a result of the decrease of
or insufficiency in the plurality of norms, the state might be stuck in an “isolated” condition in
maintaining daily order at the grassroots level or in dealing with social problems, which eventu-
ally leads to inefficiency of state governance. Therefore, the capacity of the state for integrating
norms will determine whether pluralistic norms are useful resources of or challenges to govern-
ance. Currently, China is faced with the following three tasks in the integration of norms; inter-
nal integration of formal state norms, integration of law with Party disciplines, and integration of
state law with social norms. In fulfilling these tasks, however, China must pay sufficient atten-

tion to the limits of such integrations.
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