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[ Abstract] After the bourgeois revolution and before the World War II, political parties
were basically regarded as the enemy of the constitution in all classical constitutional ideas and
practices. As a result, political parties’ activities were subject to control. Let us take the UK, US
and France as an example. The British Constitution restricted influence of political parties by sup-
pressing its population’ s participation while gradually extending suffrage. The US Constitution
mapped out a great number of institutional arrangements to restrain activities of political parties by
making use of doctrine of separation of powers and federalism. French picture demonstrated that
during early days after the French Revolution, French Constitution was extremely hostile to politi-
cal parties. However, none of these curbing efforts had ever met with success, since political par-
ties’ activities expanded as usual under multiple restrictions imposed by constitutions. On the con-
trary, political parties’ activities sometimes even played a positive role in benefiting the smooth
implementation of constitutions, such as the US Constitution Amendment XII which has strength-
ened the role of political parties in presidential election and strong backing to the stability of the
Third Republic given by French political parties. Regarding political parties as the enemy of the
constitution has links with bias and scorn taken by thinkers of enlightenment towards political par-
ties and theoretical sophistry in which the majority was regarded as the all by some enlightenment
thinkers. As for German experience, based on party state theory, the Basic Law of Germany,
while carries on classical constitutional ideas, has also brought forth new ideas in the system of po-
litical parties. It has introduced political parties in German Constitution, thus enhancing their con-
stitutional status. Nevertheless, in practice, some problems have arisen, including monopoly of
political parties over democratic politics and complicated relationship between government and po-
litical parties. Taking into account these experiences and lessons, when confronted with issue of
position of political parties in modern constitution, framers of constitution should adopt a positive
approach to recognize the constitutional status of political parties. Based on this approach, framers
then should consider issues such as whether to introduce political parties in constitution, what sup-
ports they should provide and how to guarantee the openness and development of popular democrat-

ic politics.
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