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[ Abstract] Traditionally, the most important purpose of public health has been to control
the epidemic of infectious diseases. Correspondingly, the focus of and academic discussions about
the framework of public health law have concentrated on the regulation of the exercise of public
power by government in the process of control of infectious diseases. Prevention and Treatment of
Infectious Diseases is the first law enacted in public health field. In recent years, however, non
infectious chronic diseases such as diabetes, obesity and heart disease and cancer caused by smok-
ing have gradually replaced infectious diseases as the main cause of the illness and death of the
mankind. In order to cope with this objective change, unconventional public health measures have
been increasingly taken with a view to protecting and promoting public health. Facing innovative
public health measures, our deliberation on the framework of public health law should be renewed
as well. Taking the new public health measures such as tobacco control and prevention and treat-
ment of obesity as an example, this article reveals shortcomings of the traditional theoretical

perspective, and puts forward a social-justice oriented and population-based approach to public

health law.
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