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[ Abstract] Article 2 of the Chinese Criminal Law provides for the task, which is also the purpose, of
criminal law, and the purpose of criminal law is consistent with the function of criminal law. The protection of
Legal interests, as thg purpose of criminal law, includes the protection of the freedom of actors. Teleological in-
terpretation is a decisive part of all methods of interpretation. Criminal legislation should explain constitutive re-
quirements by following its purpose, and the essential understanding of unlawfulness comes from the understand-
ing of the purpose of the criminal law. The basic demand of the purpose of criminal law is to take culpability as
one of the conditions of the constitution of crime; and teleological jurisprudence lays the ground for the doctrine
of the purpose of criminal punishment. The purpose of criminal law determines the purpose of criminal punish-
ment. The nature of criminal punishment restricts the content of the purpose of criminal law; and a determina-

tion of concrete crime should be guided by the purpose of a concrete provision in the criminal law.
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