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[ Abstract] In the history of Roman Law, the concept and terminology of ownership had
experienced a lot changes: from the “mancipium” appeared as collective ownership of gens in ear-
ly periods, to the “dominium” , and later the “proprietas” which combined the two major factors
of “belonging” and “function”. The diverse systems of belongings and their expressions in Roman
Law also built mutiple conceptions of belongings, such as “in bonis habere” , “ownership of the
provincial land” and “possession of public land 7. The development of the conception of owner-
ship in Roman Law reflects these tendencies that the political elements had been gradually decrea-
sing, while the legal and economical elements were increasing. “Proprietas” became the models of
the ownership during the legal codification process in Continental law countries which insists the
combination of “belonging” and “function”. The “in bonis habere” and “ownership of the pro-
vincial land” in Roman Law are highly similar with the “fee simple” and “equitable title” in the

Property Law of Anglo-American Legal System.

(WS B )

(64) M. Talamanca , p.186.
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