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[ Abstract] There are three terms in common use to express the notion of judicial prece-
dents’; case law, precedent and guiding case. In recent years, the Supreme Peoples Court has de-
fined the task of building and improving the system of guiding case. Against such a background,
the term of “ guiding case” has become the most commonly used term in law circle in China.
Therefore, it is necessary to conduct a practical study on the usage and context of the terms of
“guiding case” , “precedent” and “case law”. Compared with “precedent” , the term “guiding
case” has the following problems: redundant in the form of expression, deviated in the definition
of functions, and difficult in scholarly communication. In the rectification of the term “ guiding
case” , the follow principles should be adhered to: distinguishing the differences and similarities,
reflecting the true nature of the terms, following the common practice, and being reasonable and
acceptable. At the same time, feasible and concrete measures should be taken to ensure the suc-

" cess of the rectification.
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