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[ Abstract] Items concerning church-state relations in written constitutions are fundamental
recognition of the relationship between religions and political power at legal level. In today’ s
world, as a result of the separation of political power and religious power, it is inevitable and nec-
essary to regulate the relationship between political power and religions through constitutions. By
regulating church-state relations in constitutions, it shows that constitutions serve to protect citi-
zens’ freedom of belief. By studying how the constitutions of 168 countries regulate church-state
relations, and how these regulations are reinforced in political, educational and social systems,
the author has found that under the 3 basic modes, namely, by establishing a state religion, by
separating state and church, and non-establishing of church-state relations, there are in total ten
different types of state-church relations in essence. With further categorization and statistics, the
author has come to the conclusion that apart from very few countries that didn’ t have any regula-
tion on church-state relations, the church-state relations fall into three major categories, which are
separation of states and churches, religion-dominant countries and state-dominant countries. The
number of countries that go for separation of states and churches take the biggest part, which is
2/3. This is also the general trend of church-state relations in written constitutions. Religion-dom-
inant cases mainly focus on the layer of ideology. State-dominant cases are limited to management
or support of religions for protection of sovereignty and public interests. Due to the influence of
traditions, in the foreseeable future, the few countries where religious power has penetrated into
the political power will continue the religious-dominant church-state relations. On the other hand,
in the context of the ever-expansion of power of states, the separation of political power and reli-

gious power is the choice of most countries that go for the separation of church-state power.
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