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[ Abstract] Since the Third Plenary Session of the 11th CPC Central Committee, Deng
Xiaoping had emphasized that the development of democracy and construction of legal system
must become the Party and state policy in China. He had discussed various issues in all fields of
socialist democracy and law and these discussions have become important content of the system
of Deng Xiaoping’ s legal thought. There have been five milestones in the development of social-
ist rule of law with Chinese characteristics since the reform and opening-up: the Third Plenary
Session of Eleventh Central Committee (1978) ; Deng Xiaoping’ s speech at the enlarged meet-
ing of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee (1980) ; Deng Xiaoping’ s Speeches
during the Inspection Tour of Southern Provinces (1992) ; the strategy of ruling the country by
law put forward at the 15th CPC National Congress (1997) ; and the New Journey towards the
Rule of Law started after the 18th CPC National Congress, especially the top-level design aimed
at promoting the rule by law put forward at the Fourth Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central
Committee. There are close theoretical and logical links between Deng Xiaoping’ s legal thought
and all these five milestones. To construct a socialist country under the rule of law under the
guidance of Deng Xiaoping’ s legal thought, China must adhere to the national characteristics of
the road toward the rule of law, the transcendence and innovation in legal theory, the strategy of
drawing on useful foreign experiences while proceeding from national condition in China, and
the method of basing itself on practical needs and the practice base of construction of rule of law

in China.
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