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[ Abstract] The dichotomy between rights of the man) aid the rights of the citizen is of
great significanee to undefsianding the embryology wf\basic rights, but it has always been taken
for granted &nd ‘therefore not been properly expouirded: The dichotomy was first brought forward
by the Frencih Declaration of 1789 ; eu the oneyhand, the Declaration inherited Anglo-American
liberalism, abstracted and genemalizéd hatural rights into rights of the man; on the other hand,
it embodied French republicanisny, “especially Rousseau’ s social contract theory, through the
conception of the citizen and rights of the citizen. Therefore, liberalism and republicanism joint-
ly provided the ideological foundation for the dichotomy in the Declaration. Through the combi-
nation of natural rights, social contract, national sovereignty and, even to a certain extent, so-
cialism, the Declaration effectively harmonized the status of the man and that of the citizen. Al-
most every contemporary bill of rights could trace its ideological source to this dichotomy, and
the dichotomy, trichotomy and even quadrichotomy of rights in contemporary human rights docu-
ments have all benefited from it. The imbroglio between the man and the citizen and that be-
tween rights of the man and rights of the citizen exist also in the Chinese Constitution. The coor-
dination between republicanism, socialism and individual liberty is possible only when the status

of the man and that of the citizen could coexist .
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