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[ Abstract| Although the technology of mobile Internet has expanded citizens’ right to
know and right to participation, cyber collective behaviors triggered by such technology may ex-
ert pressure on the legislature and have a negative influence on the quality of legislation. In the
Shandong vaccine case, new applications ran by new media triggered cyber collective behaviors
through information pushing mechanism and appealing report style. Micro-blogs have served as
platforms for information diffusion and exerted spillover effects on mainstream media. WeChat
has the advantages of accumulating public opinions and strengthening the will of its users to take
collective action, thus acting as a channel for public debate. As a result, the mainstream media
has to transfer the responses given by the legislature and related policy makers swiftly to the
public to guide the cyber collective behavior. There are four implications of this new form of
public participation in legislation. Firstly, although new media can strengthen the public moti-
vation to participate in the legislative decision-making process, the information disseminated by
them is uneven in quality. Secondly, new media have been used by the public more as a chan-
nel for releasing their emotional tension than as a platform for carrying out rational debate and,
as a result, the public’s right to know has been weakened. Thirdly, the strategy of media con-
vergence enhances the inter-media agenda-setting function, thus complicating the controlling
process of cyber collective behaviors. And lastly, it is difficult to carry out effective deliberation
and communication via cyber collective behavior. Legislative decision-makers should improve
their capacity of collecting and analyzing information in the legislative agenda-setting process by

providing the public with effective channels of participation, so as to understand their legislation

needs.
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