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[ Abstract] In external rel;ltions,the principle of priority in application embodied in Limi-
tation of Liability for Maritime Claims ( “LLMC” ) refers to the fact that regimes such as priority
claim to seagoing ships, maritime mortgage, collisions,and detention of ships shall be subject to
the priority of LLMC. In internal relations ,the principle means that all the rest systems of limita-
tion of liability, except the system of limitation of liability parallel to LLMC, shall be either re-
stricted by LLMC , or share the same amount of limitation with LLMC. As for those regimeé parallel
to LLMC ,since they do not interact on each other, there exists no issue of priority in application
accordingly. Or namely, in a same accident, several separate limitations of liability may concur-
rently arise,such as limitations of liability for maritime claim, oil pollution damage ,as well as dam-
ages for hazardous and noxious substances. As for the subject of right in LLMC vis-a-vis a counter-
part involving one’ s own relations, the nature of the right is not right to defense , neither right to
claim; but a special type of right to formation. As for the subject of right in LLMC against a coun-
terpart involving other relations beyond one’ s own relations, the nature of the right also belongs to

a special type of right to formation, which is addressed as “senior hierarchy of maritime claim” in

this paper.

(i o )

.15 -





