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[ Abstract] As treaty constitutes one of the major sources of modern international law
the practice of its withdrawal influences the efficacy of international law.™in recent years, some
Western countries’ withdrawals have highlighted the legal dilemma ‘of \th& treaty withdrawal
mechanism. The diachronic and synchronic analyses of the theory and practice of treaty with-
drawal reveal the uncertainty of the mechanismy; “This structural problem is rooted.in the open-
ness of international law and its dual jurisprudence. (enerally speaking, thetringiple of sover-
eign equality of states serves as a legal basis for the withdrawal from ticaties\ and the basic val-
ues of international law and igternational politics in the sense -of sovereign equality become the
legitimacy basis of withdrawgl{ \The withdrawals from #réaties by-such countries as the United
States and Franoe shows that the legality and legitimaey, of treaty withdrawal are not correlated
under certain ciréumstances. Although the diplomatic practice of power politics may somehow
provide the legality for the unilatexalywithdrawal from treaties, the lack of jurisprudential legiti-
macy results in the conflict¢hetwreen Megality and legitimacy, and leads to the return of interna-
tional relations to a “staie @f hature” , which consequently threatens international peace and se-
curity. Against the backdrop of the rising of populism internationally, the conception of a Com-
munity with a Shared Future for Mankind, initiated by China, is conducive to the formulation of
soft international law. It promotes the interaction between the balanced politics of great powers
and the rule of international law by emphasizing human subjectivity and basic values of interna-
tional law, thereby improving the treaty withdrawal mechanism through the coordination between

the principle of pacta sunt servanda and the principle of sovereign equality of sta tes.
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