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[ Abstract] In China, life imprisonment without parole ( LWOP) has been applied to
the crimes of corruption and bribery since it was first provided for in the Ninth Amendment to
the Chinese Criminal Law. From a worldwide perspective, the United States regards LWOP as
necessary measure for reducing the death penalty, whereas Europe has denied its legality from
the outset. Moreover, LWOP in international law is also a grey area. LWOP conflicts with the i-
dea of rehabilitation and reconciliation and has no obvious deterrent effect. Finally, LWOP cre-
ates a sense of desperation in those sentenced to this punishment, thus making motivation sys-
tem meaningless, and increases financial burdens of prison administration. From the standpoint
of either humanism or utilitarianism, LWOP should not be the regarded as an alternative to cap-

ital punishment.
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