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[ Abstract] The nature of a click-on-purchase page should be judged objectively in ac-
cordance with the relevant provisions of Chinese laws and through the normative interpretation of
the will declaration. From the point of view of unspecified recipients of a will declaration, a
price-listing page itself should not be considered to be an invitation to offer if it cannot be de-
duced from the page that the merchant is not willing to be bound by the expression and retain
the possibility of concluding the contract. And if the rules of a shopping website, as standard
clauses, fail to fulfill the obligations of instruction and explanation, they do not meet the re-
quirements of control on the conclusion of contracts provided for by Chinese laws and, as such,
can be revoked by consumers. The standard clauses of shopping website rules may also become
non-binding as a result of violating content control requirements. In addition, it is necessary to
determine the effect of electronic automatic reply. China should establish special norms on the
operator’ s obligations in the conclusion of e-commerce contract, including those on automatic
reply, commitment period and so on, through the adoption of General Principles of Contract Law
in the Civil Code and the E-commerce Law. In the case that a contract is determined to be ef-
fective and the bid price error of the merchant constitutes an element of “significant misunder-
standing” under the current Chinese law, the merchant may revoke the contract and, in the

case of reasonable trust and damage, the consumers should be compensated.
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