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[ Abstract] Legal dogmatics is a necessary phenomenon in a democratic constitutional
state. In China, criminal dogmatics has gone through a unique path of development from being
arbitrary to being rational and from being held in esteem to being called into question. China
should promote the construction of the rule of criminal law on the basis of further developing
criminal dogmatics. As far as its functions are concerned, criminal dogmatics enhances the op-
erability of the criminal law by clarifying the scope and details of the application of the criminal
law, providing support to the revision of the criminal law by pooling the wisdom and common
understandings of legal workers, and upholds the existing criminal law system by responding to
questioning and making up for loopholes. Moreover, through the systematization of relevant doc-
trines , it also facilitates the search and study of and research on the content of the criminal law.
Criminal dogmatics is inseparable from criminal law hermeneutics, criminal law science, crimi-
nal policy, and philosophy of criminal law, and therefore it is necessary to draw clear bounda-
ries between criminal dogmatics and other relevant disciplines of criminal law. Although crimi-
nal dogmatics is faced with certain skepticism in the course of its development in China, the ba-
sis for its existence is undeniable. We should try to get a general grasp of this discipline of crim-
inal law science in light of the current research status and on the basis of a multi-dimensional

understanding.
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