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[ Abstract] This article, by analyzing the history of transition of music copyright system
in the U. S. , tries to summarize the experience of U.S. music copyright system in coping with
the development of new dissemination technologies and the change of industrial pattern as well
as the impact of the change of business mode in musical industry on the content and licensing
mode of music copyright in the past two centuries. On the one hand, it tries to understand the
essential causes of the development of the U. S. music copyright system by examining the histor-
ical advantages and disadvantages of the mechanism of institutional reform driven by subjects of
the musical industry; on the other hand, it explores the key factors in the realization of the func-
tions of the U.S. music copyright system and the root causes for its institutional failures. The
conclusions drawn from the above analysis can not only provide China with historical reference
on how to solve the problems caused by government-driven law making in the field of music
copyright, but also help China to overcome the problem of overemphasizing the transplantation
of rules and ignoring the institutional value and experience in comparative law research, thus
providing it with theoretical support in dealing with the new problems brought about by Web 2.0

in music market.
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